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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
FREE PROGRAM AT UD PROVIDES UNDERPRIVILEGED YOUTH
WITH FIRST-CLASS SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCE
DAYTON, Ohio- Some of the brightest sports stars of the future may have a chance to
shine while young at the University of Dayton. More than 700 underprivileged Dayton-area
youth will enjoy five weeks of academic and athletic activities at no cost during UD's 35th
annual National Youth Sports Program summer camp.
Sponsored by the federally funded NYSP organization in conjunction with the NCAA
and UD, the program culminates in the "biggest and best" summer day camp in Southwest
Ohio, says program administrator John Ralph, assistant director of the University's office of
diverse student populations. All children ages 10 to 16 are eligible for the free camp, which
begins June 10.
"This is the most comprehensive educational and athletic program offered in the Miami
Valley, and this is our 35th year," Ralph said. "Traditionally between 700 and 800 students
participate each year. Every day they're treated to a nutritious breakfast and lunch, as well as
three hours of physical fitness and two hours of educational enrichment activities."
The camp operates from 8 a.m. to 2:30p.m. each weekday through July 19, with the
exception of the week surrounding the July 4 holiday. Assisted by UD student counselors and
group leaders, Dayton-area certified teachers and coaches lead activities in aerobic dance,
badminton, basketball, bowling, football, golf, soccer, softball, swimming, tennis, drug and
alcohol abuse prevention, math, science and life skills, such as personal health and nutrition
education. Students participate on a rotation schedule so that every student has the
opportunity to participate in every activity before the camp is over.
"The program is designed to target Greater Dayton-area students who are
underprivileged, such as those who are financially disadvantaged or at-risk, but we don't turn
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down any child from anywhere," Ralph said. "This program is exceptional because it provides
a comprehensive summer day camp experience to youngsters who, in most cases, would
otherwise not be able to have one."
Aside from physical fitness skills, Ralph said the camp activities and environment are
designed to instill sportsmanship and citizenship, self-respect, the ability to work and get along
with others, academic skills and "a good feeling about a college campus."
To register or for more information on the NYSP summer camp, call (937) 229-5443.
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